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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of identifying a fi*range of patefifetfeleEat^llLe^^ 
aspects of an invention fi:om■^^^4ftve«^ 

plurality of invention types and a plni-ality r>f life cvcle aspects, the method comprising; 

a) defining a firgt anpcct of said inventioa> solcctiiig a first invention typ & o g aoid invenften^ 

-olooting i \ li fo cy^ H " ^^ f ^ ^^ nf r- . niH imrontion selectin g a selected pair that includes 
one of said nhiTalilv of invention tvnes a nd one of said nluraLitv of life cycle aspects; 

b) modifying said firat aspoct of aaid invention wfeil e holding ^ao astant said first inv e ntion 
typ e a nd :; ai d life cycle aspee ^orkina through a ladder of abstraction corresDOnding' to 
fiAid selected pair so as to identify one or more paten t eligible aspects of said invention; 

4Ama44^ Mjgjlnralitv of times for diflering selected pairs of ones of said plurality of 
invention types and ones of said phiralitv of life cycle aspects so as to identify a range of 
patent eligible aspects of said invention, said dafl-erin& selected pairs differing from one 
another and from said selected oaix of step fal: ajid 
d"! venerating a list confining at least some of said patent elifeiible aspects in said range of 
patent eligible aspecis . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein saidr4efite-ag-sai d firgt OLr.p e ot of r.aid 
ifyveBtio Hstep (h) comprises at least one of the following; 

a) drawing a pictirre of said invention; 

b) defLning elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 

d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defining impossible problems solved by said invention; 

f) defining technology u$ed by said invention; 

g) defining products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to si^port said technology. 
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3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein i^^i i J mu d ilyiiis said first nc rp oot of 
said irtventio n Lncludcs broad cLspecls and narrow asp ects and step fb^ comprises: 

a) asking "why" type questions leading to said broad aspects of said invention; and 

b) asking "how" questions leading to said narrow aspects of said invention. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 wherein said fift^s pcct of oaid InA^cntion 
ts ladder of abstrdction is worked dirouah baised Qfi a technical pioblem of said invention and 
43-v- whercm. askinR said "why" type questions vftlWeads to a business problem of said 
invention. 

5. (Currently amended) The metiiod of claim 3 wherein said first asp e e ^ ef said inv entien 
ifr laddcr of abstraction is worked through based on a technical problem of said invention and 
b ^whcreln asking said "how" questions wilHeads to a scientific problem of said invention. 

6. (Currently amended) The metliod of claim 1 wherein said fes^ pluralitv of i nvention types 
is selected from a group consisting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufacture, a 
composition of matter, a functional invention, and a business process. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein sai d plurality of life-cvcle aspects of 
said invention comprises at least one of the foUowingL said invention itself, a supplier who 
supplies a product of process to said invention, and a user who uses said inventioiL 

8- (Currently amended) A method of identifying a feH-range of patentable patent eligibJe 
aspects of an invention Irom among aplui-alitv of invention types and a pluraliLy of life cycle 
aspects, oaid invention having broad and narr o w aspects ^ t he method comprisuig: 

a) defi aing a f rot aspoct of aajd invention, selecting a first invention typo of said invention 
find r . Glg > ctina Q lifo cycle - ef said in\^entiQ n sclecting a selected pair that includes one of 
said pluvalitv of invention types and one of s^d plurality of life cvcle aspects; 

b) modify ing caid first invention t^-pe to a new invcntio typo while holding said firat aspect 
nnd nniri li'fc RyoloHQonRtan l wQrking through a ladder of abstraction corresponding to said 
selected pair so as to identifi' one or more patent eligible asijects of said invention: and 
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c) iterating Steps (a) 4fe0ti#.-ani(b) «^ 

t^r^r. nf said plurality of life cycle as pects const a nt and exhausting all of said pkiraUty of 
invention tv pes SO tn identilV a ran fre of Pat e nt eligible aspects of said jnvention; aiid 

d ) ^T^nemting a list contj^ining at least some of sa i d patent eligible aspects in said raii^e of 
p^iftiit eliLnblc aspects . 

9, (Currently amended) The method of daitn 8 wherein said fe^kiraUtv of invention types 
is selected ftom a group consisting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufacture, a 
composition of matter, a functional invention, and a business process. 

10. (Canceled) 



1 1. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein said dgfiaing said firat asp ect of said 

;inveRtieT^5i;ep_(bi comprises at least one of the following: 

a) drawing a picture o T said invention; 

b) defining elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 

d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defining impossible problems solved by said invention; 

f) defining technology used by said invention; 

g) delining products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to support said technology. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein sai d_pluralitv of life cycle aspects of 
said invention comprises at least one of the foUowingi^ said invention itself, a supplier who 
supplies a product or process to said invention^, and a user who uses said invention. 

1 3 . (Currently amended) A method of identifying a &H-range of p at e ntabl e p atent eli&ib le 
aspects of an invention c niH invnniinn hnvin^ hmnd f i nd nnrrnw anp e ctnfrom among a 
plurality of invention tvnes and a plurality of life cvcle aspects, the method comprising; 

a) defa iing a fimt asp e ct of said inv e ntion^ selecting a firot invention type of said inv e ntion, 
nnr^ rtiir^rting n l iri>^yr.1 e nflpeGl ot-^tio inventi o n selcctinG a selected p air that includes one 
nf said nluralitv ol invention tvpes and one of said plurality of life cv cle aspects: 
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b) i u u d lfi- in ^ :aid li fe c y cio aj|- ii M r i f ini^ imrnn|inr> tn nnrhTvlifr^ (sycAa nr^pcct while holding 
e^ ftstant Daid first apijcct of said invcnti&ft cmd caid firdt invgntioi> 4yp eworkirm through a 
ladder of abstraction correspondm^ to said selected pair sn ns to identi fy one or more 
pgignt eligible aspects of said inveDtion ; 

c) iterating stcp$ (a) thrOLi ebrand.(b) mitil all new lifc Ha yclc ai->pcctG arc covcrcdholdinf^ said 
one of said plurality of invention types constant and exhaubi-ina all of said plurality of l ife 
cycle aspects so as to identify a ranee of patent eligible asp ects of said invention; and 

d^ generating a list containijig at least some of said patent eligible a spects in said range of 
patent eligible aspects. 

wherein said pim-alitv of l ife cycle aspects of said invention comprises at least one one of the 
follovring^ said invention itself, a sapplier who supplies a product or process to said 
invention^, and a user who uses said invention. 

1 4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13 wherein goid modifying o- f - gaid lif e 
^yek stcp (h) comprises asking a question of w hat a supplier who supplies a product or a 
process to said invention may do with said invention once &e -said i nvention is made, 
wherein an answe r to said Quicstion nia>^ bo d o fino d a sdefines an improvement to said 
mvention. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13 wherein said modif yia g of said life 
evel estep ( b) comprises askin g a question of what a user who uses said invention may do 
with said invention once fe -said invention is made, wherein an answe r to said question may 
be defin&d a gdcfines an extended invention of S2iid invention. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13 wherein said defining r;aid lirst aspect of 
Gnid invontio n step (h) comprises at least one of the following: 

a) drawing a picture of said invention; 

b) defining elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 

d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defining impossible problems solved by said invention; 

f) dcfming technology used by said invention; 
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g) dejRtiii^ products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to sopport said technology. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claijit 13 wherein said fet-EiuraLity of invention types 
is selected from a group consisting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufecture, a 
composition of matter, a functional invention^ and a business process. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

de) selecting a new invention type different from said fe^-one of said plurality of invention 

typ es selecied in step fal so as to create another selected pair ; 
ef) iterating said steps (b) and (c); and 

Ik) iterating steps (4e) and (ef) until all said plurality of invention types are 

exhausted- ^ 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprismg: 

4e) selecting a new life cycle aspect of said inventio n different from said on e of said pliiralitv 

of life cycle aspects selected in step fa) ?j0 as to create another selected pair : 
ef) iteirating said steps (b) and (c); and 

fg) iterating steps (de) and (ef) until all ftev Mpf said oiurality of life cycle aspects of said 
inve ntion is are covered. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 farther comprising: 

4ft) ffm4i fying naid firs t- aapcct of naid in ventte Rselecting a new life cycle aspect of said 
invention different from said one of said plurality of invention types selected in step fa) 
so as to create another selected pair : 

ef) iterating steps (ab) and (dc) until i i md full ranee of patontab le- a s pccts of said invonti o n is 
i dentifi e d ; and 

-fg) iterating steps (bd) throueb -and_(ef) until all a ow invention types ore exhauGled ofsaid 
plurality of life cycle aspects are exhausted . 

21 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 13 fiirther comprising: 

de) selecting a new invention type different from said fe;4^nne of said plurality of invention 
type s selected in step fa) so as to create another selected pain 
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ef) iterating steps (ab) and C4c> UDti1 all aaid uivcntion typon of aaid Lav ea tion arc e xliaiisted ; 
and 

fg) iterating steps (be) and (ef) unti) all <^p^f .^aid plurality of invention types are 
exhausted- 

22. (Currently amended) A method of identifying a &H-range of pa^eelabtepatent clipible 
aspects of an invention s a i d in^-nti-:--- i^-innrr Wr^Q ^ ^nH Tirtrrnw ^ftfipet^ lTom a piuraUtv of 
invention types and a plin-alitv oflifc cvcle aspee ta of said inveation. the method comprising: 
a) defining a first iiopoot of daid invention, p o l c oting a first invention Lypo of said invontion, 
aadHselee ^ a life cycle aspect of aaid invonti ^sHftr.tinp a se1ect.ed pair that includes 
one of said plurality of invention tvoes and one of said pluralitv of life cycle aspects; 

typ^^L^ d ^niH liTfl e v filo n.gpect. w orktng through a ladder of abstraction corres^^onding to 
said selected pair so as to identify one or more patent elisiible aspects of said invention; 

c) iterating steps (a) and (b) until said fiill -^ angc of paL G ntablc - ospcctB of said invention is 
■identifie da plaraiitv of times for differing selected pairs of ones of said plurality of 
invention types and ones of said plurality of life cvcle aspects so a s to identify a range of 
patent eligible aspects of said invention, said differing selected pairs differin g from one 
another and from said selected pair of step (a) : 

d) selecting a new invention type different from said fif9 H)ne of said nli-irality of invention 
type s selected in step fa') so as to create anotlier selected pair : 

e) iterating steps (b) and (c); aad 

f) iterating steps (d) and (e) until all ^^ew K)f said plurality of i nvention types axe exhausted^ 
and 

^) generating a t^nntgiinin g -At least some of said patent eligible as pects in said range of 
patent ehgibie aspectS - 

23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein sold d e fining aaid firgt aspect o f 
fiaid-tftventte fflstep (b) comprises at least one of the foUovidng: 

a) drawing a picture of said invention; 

b) defining elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 
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d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defining impossible problems solved by said invention; 

f) defining technology used by said invention; 

g) defining products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to support said technology. 

24. (Currently amended) Tlie method of claim 22 wherein said niodifi'ing said fir a t aspect of 
said inventio n includes broad aspects and narrow a specl;s and step (b) comprises: 

a) asking 'Svby" type questions leading to said broad aspects of said invention; and 

b) asking "hoW questions leading to said narrow aspects of said invention, 

25. (Cnrrently amended) The method of claim 24 wherein said fifst-as pcct of aaid ia veato}^ 
i ^lLidder of abstraction is worked through based on a technical problem of said invention and 
lyy^ wherein asking said "why" type questions -wilWeads to a business problem of said 
invention. 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 24 wherein said first tisp & ct is ladder of 
abstraction is worked ihrou&h based on a technical problem and w herein a sking said "how" 
questions w441-leads to a scientific problem of said invention. 

27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said fifS^ ^plurality of inventiop types 
is selected from a group consisting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufacture, a 
composition of matter, a fimctional invention, and a business process, 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein sai d plurality of life-cycle aspects of 
said invention comprises at least o ne of the foUowingi^ said uivention itself, a sirpplier who 
supplies a product of process to said invention^ and a user who uses said inventiorL 

29. (Currently amended) A method of identifying a ^«U-range of patentabl e patent eligible 
aspects nf an inventio n from among a plurality of invention types and a plurality of li fe cvcie 
aspects, said inv e nti e n ba^ang br e ad and narrow aapectp, t he method comprising; 

a) defining a fir - st ar^pcct of said invead & n, sel e cting a firat invention t^^^ of said inventien ; 
nnH r p i > .f-Ht A {y n l ife nypJo of r.aid invcntin n selecting a selected pair that includ e s one of 
said pluraJitv ofinvcntion types and one of said oluraliiv of life cycle a^ects : 
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b) i-nodL fiing r-aid life cyefc aspect v'hi\^ 1iol4 t Tig r-nnc- . t^wr r , n\f\ firrrt invention t\-pe md said 
fivrzi nr.pw^ nrtha im entie Hworking throu&h a ladder of abstracLioa corresponding to said 
selected pair so as to idenlifv one or more patent e ligible asnects of said invention; 

c) iterating steps (a) and (b) ^xi ti l nil lifo nynln nnp t^ f^rg f» ra cnvorcdhnldin^ said one of said 
plxjralitv priifc cvcle aspects constant and exhausting all of said plurality of invention 
types so to identify a range oPnatent eligible aspects of said invention ; 

d) XT'' ^''^ Y ^ } ^z "^^^ '^ ' ^ ^ imr^ T i tt^ i; > t>p-p e tn a new^nvcntion type: selecting a new life cvcle 
aspect of said invention different from said one of said plutalitv of life cy cle agpects 
selected in step fa') so as to create another selected pair: 

e) iterating steps (b) and (c); and 

f) interating steps (d) and (e) until ail new invention types of said plurality of life cvcle 
aspects a re exhausted : and 

a) venerating a list containina at least some of said patent eligible aspects in said raniie of 
patent eligible aspects . 

30. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29 wherein Ciaid dofming said first asp e ct of 
said invonti e nstep fb) comprises at least one of the following: 

a) drawing a picture of said invention; 

b) defining elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 

d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defining impossible problems solved by said invention; 

f) defining technology used by said invention; 

g) defining products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to support said technology. 

31. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29 wherein said fiffffc- pluralitv of i nvention types 
is selected firom a gronp consisting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufacture, a 
composition of matter, a functional invention, and a business process. 



-9- 



PA(2 1202 * RCVD AT 812512005 11:38:03 AM [Eastern Daylight Ti^^^ 



09/25/05 11;'43 FAX'802 864 4906 



Downs Rachlln & Martin 



121013 



32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29 wherein saidjluralitv of life-cycle aspects of 
said invention comprises atlea^sio ne of the foUowingL said invention itself, a supplier ^o 
supplies a product of process to said invention^ and a user who uses said invention. 

33. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29 wherein say^ffto dif^^ing oF a a id-yfe 
evet esieo (b^ comprises asking aqaestion of w hat a supplier who supplies a product or a 
process to said invention may do with said invention once #te -3aid i nvention is made, 
wherein an answe r to said quiestion ina>^ bo defined aa d^mes an improvement to said 
invention. 

34. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29 wherein gaid modifyii^g - of said hfe 
eve^ ^stcp (b) comprises askin g a question of what a user who uses said invention may do 
with said invention once tl ^said invention is made, wherein an answer to said question may 
be^dofinod as defines an extended invention of said invention. 

35. (Currently amended) A method of identifying a-§Wl-range of patontabl e patent eljczjble 
aspects of an invention gaid in^ e ntiofr hflvia g brood and narrow aspeolsfrom a plm-ality of 
invention tVDCs and a plurality of hfe cycle aspects of said invention, the method comprising: 
a) defining a fifst asp e ct of said invention, s e lectin^first invontion typ e of - eaid invention, 

^4 r( ^ ] ^ n^Ti^ life ^ plp nQpnri' nf rhn i nventin n selecting a selected pair that includes one 
of said nluraiitv of invention types and one of said plurality of life cvcle aspects: 

tvpR nnd flf^id-lifQ cycle working through a ladder of abstraction corresponding to said 
selected pair so as to identify one or more patent eligible aspects of said invention ; 
c) iterating steps (a) and (b) HH44j-said-: aill range of patontablc aapccto of the invention is 
defiWholdin p said one of said plurality of mvcntion types con stant and exhausting all of 
said plurality of life cvcle aspects so as to identify a ran^e of patent eli gible aspects of 
said invention ; 

(i) m^ ii-f^nnt: ''^'^^ ^^^f" ^y^-lf -^ n^ . pL>r.r -ft f - Riiid inv e ntio ns clecting a new i nvention troe of $aid 
invention different from said one of said plurality of invention tvoes se lected in stcn (a") 
so as to create anolher selected pain 

e) iterating steps (b) and (c); afid 
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[) iterating steps (d) and (e) until a)l 




lete-of sai d plurality of inventioii tvpes are 



covered : atid 

g;^ generating a list containing at lea^ some of said patent eligible aspects in said range of 
patent elif ? ible aspects . 



36. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35 wherein sm4-de £uiing said fet a. ' 3p e cL of 

f i aid invontion step (h) comprises at least one of the following: 

a) drawing a picture of said invention; 

b) defining elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 

d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defming impossible problems solved by said inventioii; 

f) defining technology used by said invention; 

g) defining products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to support said technology. 

37- (Currently amended) The method of claim 35 wherein aaid modifying naid fij -sHr&speet-ef 
said invention includes broad aspects and narrow aspects and step (b ) comprises: 

a) asking "wh/' type questions leading to broad aspects of said invention; and 

b) asking "how" questions leading to narrow aspects of said invention. 

38. (Currently amended) The method of claim 37 wherein said festnasg>eet4 5ladder of 
abstraction is worked througrh based on a technical problem of said invention and fe^r-wherein 
asking said "why" type questions wilt-leads to a business problem of said invention. 

39. (Currently amended) The method of claim 37 wherein said fes t - aspoct is ladder of 
abstraction is worked through based on a technical problem of said invention and ^wherein 
asking said "how" questions will-leads to a scientific problem of said invention. 

40. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35 wherein said first -plural ity of invention types 
is selected fix^m a group consisting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufacture, a 
composition of matter, a functional invention, and a business process- 
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41 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 35 wherein said.EluralitiL^ aspect^ of 
said inventLor comprises atLea^sto ne of tlie foHowmgL said invention itself, a supplier who 
supplies a product of process to said invention, and a user who uses said invention. 

42. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35 wherein aaidrfHedifymg of ?;aid4ifo 
fev€4 estep (b) comprises asking a question of w hat a supplier who suppUes a product or a 
process to said invention may do with said invention once the-sMiinvention is made, 
wherein an answer to said quiestton i 
invention. 



sSnedrrisdefiiies an improvement to said 



43. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35 wherein i^aid modifying of - soid life 
eyet estep (h) comprises a5Lkin g a qacstion of what a user who uses said invention may do 
with sai.d invenlton.o nce A ^said i nvention is made, wherein an answer to said question may 
be-dsfined aDdgflnes an extended invention of said uwention, 

44. (Currently amended) A metliod of identifying a full range of fatentahte patent eligible 
aspects of an invention s aid invmtion having brotid andHiarrow anp ee te&om a plurality of 
invenUon-tvpes and a plurality of life cycle asi3ect_s, the method comprismg: 

a) doiinhig a jj FSlraspee t of [said invontion. Delecting a fn-gt invc:ntion typo of paid mv e ntioru 
and rxlccting n lifr ryrlf^ n^p^^^^- fhg icwpn^ftf tselecting a selected pair that includes one 
of said plurality of invention tvoes and one of said plurality o f life cvcie aspects; 

b) ffled 4fymg paid fi ^ t aspect of the invantion whil e li o ldmg cont;lLint said - ftrst invontion 
r,nid life cvGl e working; thtoujih a ladder of abstraction corrgs pondinn to said 

selected pair so as to identify one or more patent eligible a spects of said invention: 

c) iterating steps (a) and (b) ^4-5 aid full mntja of - patcntablo aDp o ct o o f the invention is 
A444: ^holdinp said one of said plurality of invention types constant a nd exhausting all of 
■said plurality of hfe cvcle aspec-ls so as to identify a rang e of patent eligible aspects of 
said invention ; 

d) modi lying said first Im^ention lyp& 4 Q a new invention t^ij e selecting a new invention tye e 
diflerent from said one of said nkualitv of inventi on types selected in step (a) so as to 
create anoQier selected pair ; 

e) iterating steps (b) and (c); 
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f) iterating steps (d) and (e) imtU aHn^^aid plurality of mvention types are exhausted; 

g) modifi/me said liFo eyclo ar.poct ofa fttd4m^t^e^ ^SBlecti^|> a new life cycle aspe ct 
.lifPerenL from sai d one of said pluarlifa^f life cycle aspects selected in step fa) so as to 
in-ftate vttt another selected pair; aad 

h) jnterating steps (b) through (g) until a^l-said plnrallty of life cycle aspects ftf-said 
4av: ention are coverediand 

i ) pr^nrating a list con taininLx at lea^t ^nmi^ of said patent eligible aspects In said raiiRe of 

patent eligible aspecLs . 

45. (Currently amended) The method of claini 44 wherein aai d defining oaid first a/;pcct - Q f . 
said invoation stgEib} comprises at least one of the foUowing: 

a) drawing a picture of said invention; 

b) defining elements of said picture; 

c) defining a technical problem solved by said invention; 

d) defining a business problem solved by said invention; 

e) defining impossible problems solved by said invention; 

f) defining technology used by said invention; 

g) defining products created by said invention; and 

h) defining a science needed to support said technology. 

46. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 wherein 5a^44i «3difying said flrj -i t asp egfe^ 
^^wvi^aid^invention includes broad aspects and narrow asoccts and step (h) comprises: 

a) asWng "why" type questions leading to broad aspects of said invention; and 

b) asking "how*" questions leading to narrow aspects of said invention. 

47. (Currently amended) The method of claim 46 wherein said first asp e ct ial a dder of 
abstraction is worlced through based on a technical problem of said invention and bj^wherein 
asking said ''vArf type questions w94-leads to a business problem of said invention. 

48. (Currently amended) The method of claim 46 wherein said first asp e ct isladdcr of 
absti'action is worked through ba$ed on a technical problem of said invention and bjj^wherein 
asking said "how" questions wi-lHeads to a scientific problem of said invention. 
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49. (Currently amended) The metliod of claim 44 wherein said fest-ell SA^'^y of i nvention types 
is selected from a group consisting of an apparatus, amethod, an article of manufacture, a 
composition of matter, a functional invention, and a business process. 

50. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 wherein said_p.lurality of life cycle aspects of 
said invention comprises at least o ne of the foUowingL said mvention itself, a suppUer who 
supplies a product of process to said invention, and a user who uses said invention. 

51 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 wherein sw^-me difi^ing o f a aid life 
evei estep (h) comprises askmg a question of what a suppUer who supplies a product or a 
process to said invention may do with said invention once fe€-$aid,invention i$ made, 
wherein an answe r to said auiestion m ay be defin e d a fidcfmes an improvement to said 
invention. 

52. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 wherein suid mQd 4^^4ft g of said life 
eyet estep fb) comprises askin g a question of what a user who uses said invention may do 
witli said invention once the- said invention is made, wherein an answe r to said question may 
bo dgfm e d as dcfines an extended invention of said invention. 

53. (Withdrawn) A method of training an inventor in identifying a full range of patentable 
aspects of an invention, the method comprising: 

a) educating said inventor on what constitutes a patentable invention; 

b) educating said inventor on patentable invention subject matter concepts; 

c) educating said inventor on what constitutes an invention type wherein said invention type 
is selected from a group con$isiting of an apparatus, a method, an article of manufacture, 
a composition of matter, a functional invention, and a business process; 

e) educating said inventor on what constitutes an invention life cycle aspect wherein said 
li fe cycle aspect of said invention comprises one of the following said invention itself, a 
supplier who supplies a product or process to said invention and a user who uses said 
invention; and 

f) educating said inventor on an invention scanning process said scanning process 
comprising identifying a Hill range of patentable aspects of an invention. 
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54, (Withdrawn) A method of documenting a full range of patentable aspects of an invention, 
the method comprising: 

a) interviewing an inventor wherein said iterview comprises capturing a title of said 
mvention, a brief description of said invention, inventorship of sajd invention, and bar 
dates of said invention; 

b) identfying a full range of patentable aspects of the invention; and 

c) j-ecording said interview of said inventor, 

55, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 54 wherein said recording is accompUshed by any one 
of tlie following paper and pencil, computer word processing, tape recorder, and video 
recorder. 

56, (Withdrawn) A method of reducing a documented list of inventions to a minimal group of 
inventions needed to capture a defined intellectual property space wherein said intellectual 
property space is defined by an assignee's busmess strategy and business drivers, the method 
comprising: 

a) capturing said business strategy and business drivers of said assignee by interviewing 
said assignee; 

b) comparing said business strategy and business drivers to said defined intellectual 
property space and said documented hst of inventions; and 

c) selecting said inventions from said documented list of inventions, which capture said 
defined intellectual property space, said business strategy and said business drivers. 

[THE REST OF THIS PAGE INTETmONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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